Dalton Farm Homeowners Association Meeting Minutes September 22, 2009

In Attendance: Frank Marchese , George Gati, John Terceira, John Meade, Charles Marasca, and Tom Cordy  
Absent: Will Cox, Dennis Hafemann and Joanne Bundy
Representing Spinnaker Management:  Tina Williams, Leeann Ireland
Meeting called to order by President Frank Marchese at 6:33 pm

Public Comment

Maurine Korn, 78 Fortington, requested to use the Roosevelt House to provide free classes to Dalton Farm residents called “Relax and Renew” for stress management.  The Board will discuss this request in executive session.
Rule Change

As there was no public comment regarding the rule change proposed last month, a motion was made by Tom and seconded by Frank to approve the following rule change provided that a liability waiver is added as part of the approval process:

No invisible fencing will be allowed on town home or carriage home property or in any front yard.  Single family homes may have them installed in their back yards ONLY and must obtain written approval from management PRIOR to installation. A small 4” x  4” sign will be allowed to be displayed by those homes with invisible fencing.

Any home with an existing invisible fence MUST register with management by October 31, 2009 in order to be grandfathered in.  
Approval of Minutes

· A motion was made by Frank and seconded by John T. to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor.
President’s Report
By resolution, the Town of Beekman approved the formation of the Town Center Infrastructure Committee to provide the board with water, sewer, roads, etc., recommendations for the development of the "Town Center" corridor.  I sit on that committee for the purpose of protecting the interests of the Dalton Farm community.  
Below is an update of the committee's activities.
 

We have reviewed in detail two comprehensive engineering reports, one exploring the current capacity of the Dalton water/sewer system (Fuss & O'Neil study--published in Dec. 2007) and the second projecting the expansion needs by adding the Town Center to our current system or developing a separate water and/or sewer district (Delaware Engineering study--published Sept. 2008).  For years I have voiced my concerns to the Town Board and to Dutchess County Water/Wastewater Authority regarding the adding of new customers to the current water system, in particular the negative affects on water capacity both potable and fire flow.  Both engineering studies validate my concerns and that of the committee.  To wit, if all the taps were turned on at the same time there would be a negative water flow (more going out than the storage capacity has).  We, the committee agreed, based on funding for the project, to establish a new water district. T here will be no more add-ons to the Dalton system and we are exploring the feasibility of removing Victoria Estates and Plumb Court off our water system and adding them to the newly formed water district.  If this comes to fruition we will once again be protected and have sufficient storage for both potable and fire flow needs.
 
The studies showed that the current sewer system is in need of major repair and updating.  The cost for refurbishing this system is huge and would be borne by the current users.  Therefore, the committee recommended that the entire Town Center expansion should be added to the existing Dalton Sewer system.  By spreading the cost to all users, current as well as new, the projected increase to us will be nominal.
 

Needless to say the cost for both the sewer expansion and the establishing a new water district is quite sizeable ($12 million plus).  While it was optimistically thought that grant money (stimulus dollars) would be readily available from federal, state and county governments we learned that there is nominal grant funds available.  The committee's next step is to establish a financial plan with the Town Cen ter developers in order to move forward.
 

If you have any questions or would like more in depth details regarding these issues, please feel free to contact me or you may want to attend the Infrastructure Committee meetings held the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the town supervisors office.  The meetings are open to the public.
Frank J. Marchese, President Dalton Farm HOA
Financial Information – A motion was made by Frank and seconded by Charles to approve the financials ending August 31, 2009. All were in favor.
Committee Reports

· Grounds Committee- Discussed budget information.  Board reviewed a proposal from Berger Engineering to re-evaluate the ponds at Dalton Farm for $2,000.  The Board decided that we will table this until the spring and see how we are doing financially before voting on this work.
· Roosevelt House Committee- The committee is still out “shopping” for furniture for the living room.  
· Social Committee- Calendar is attached to minutes.  45 families participated in the Tag Sale this weekend.  There will also be an informal New Year’s Eve Party. 
· Finance Committee – No Report.
ARB Submissions
· 8 Griffen – Decking - approved
· 9 Dodge – Replace front steps/walkway & back deck with patio – approved
· 8 Equestrian Way – Landscaping – approved

· 123 Roosevelt – extend driveway (revised request) - approved
The Board entered into Executive Session at 7:40 pm.   The Board reconvened at 8:05 pm.
A motion was made by John T. and seconded by Frank to rescind the $25 fine for 34 Bryant Street but if the same violation occurs they will be immediately fined $50 without warning.  All were in favor.

A motion was made by Tom and seconded by Charles to approve the use of the clubhouse for the “Relax and Renew” classes provided that any and all certifications that may be required are obtained.  All in favor.

A motion was made by Frank and Seconded by Tom to allow a “Meet the Candidates” night at Dalton Farm, tentatively scheduled for October 21st, to be for all Dalton Farm and The Meadows homeowners to give them an opportunity to question the candidates (Town Supervisor).  Frank will moderate the event.  5 in favor, 1 abstained (John M.)
Next Meeting Date – October 27, 2009  
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm 
 Respectfully submitted by Tina Williams
